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THE AUSTRIAN INNOVATIONSYSTEM
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Parliament

Federal GovernmentRepublic of Austria

FFG is the CELTIC-NEXT 
Funding Agency in 

AUSTRIA

All partners from Austria 
in a CELTIC-NEXT project 

have to contact FFG

Labour and Economy
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FFG FUNDING FOR AUSTRIAN PARTNERS IN CELTIC-NEXT
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FFG Funding

FFG General Programmes 
FFG Thematic
Programmes



© FFG I Austrian Research Promotion Agency I www.ffg.at

SUBMISSION PROCESS

01

01 December 2022 
Call Opening
Launch Event
Contact FFG
Matchmaking via EEN
Project.Start

02

09 February 2023
Proposers Day

03

21 April 2023
Submission of
CELTIC-NEXT 
Proposal

04

09 June 2023
Feedback & Label

Evaluation by Experts and
National Funding Bodies

05

National Application
FFG General Programmes
• All year round
FFG Themed Programmes
• Look out for calls in 2023

06

Summer-Autumn 2023
Project start, disbursment

of grants, and signing of
consortium agreement
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FFG FUNDING FOR AUSTRIAN PARTNERS IN 
EUREKA CLUSTER PROJECTS

FFG General Programmes*

Increased funding rates through international 
cooperation
• Small Enterprise Grant max. 60%
• Medium Enterprise Grant max. 50%
• Large Enterprise Grant+Loan max. 50%

Research organizations can participate as 
subcontractors only

* R&D single firm project, open budget, bottom-up, submission all year round, max. 
funding € 3 mio. p.a.
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FFG Thematic Programmes

A thematic focus is defined for each call
• https://www.ffg.at/thematische-programme

Details may vary in each call
• Industrial Research & Experimental 

Development, TRL 2-7
• A balanced Austrian consortium is often 

required
• Dedicated budget and fixed deadlines

https://www.ffg.at/thematische-programme
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Objective: Promotion of product, process and 
service developments (R&D project)

• An economically feasible R&D project with a 
high degree of innovation (technological 
novelty) and corresponding degree of difficulty 
(technological development risk) and high 
exploitation potential (market prospects).

www.ffg.at/basisprogrammprojekt

GENERAL PROGRAMMES

© FFG I Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft I www.ffg.at
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GENERAL PROGRAMMES
TECHNOLOGY READINESS LEVEL

• Funding is provided for bottom-up market-
oriented research, specifically "experimental 
development"

• The focus is on close to market research and 
experimental development

• Technology Readiness Level 5-7
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Features: attractive funding instrument for start-ups
and SME to get support for preperation work for a 
concrete research project

• definition of project aims

• assessment of the state of the art and literature
and patent research and technical risks

• execution of well-founded market and
competitor analyses

• preperation of the project organization an 
project partners and cost plan with obtainment
of offers

https://www.ffg.at/programm/projektstart

GENERAL PROGRAMMES
PROJEKT.START

© FFG I Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft I www.ffg.at

https://www.ffg.at/programm/projektstart
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A CELTIC-NEXT PROJECT WITH AUSTRIA

• 4 to 15 participants*

• SMEs

• Large companies

• Research Institutes

• Academia

• 3 to 5 EUREKA* members countries

• Minimum 2 countries

• 4 to 30M€ project costs*

• Duration: max. 36 months

E.g., Project 6G-SKY - 6G for Connected Sky

„… solutions to enable reliable and robust 
connectivity for aerial and ground users via flexible 
and adaptive network architecture adopting 
multiple technologies such as satellite and direct air 
to ground communication (DA2GC) …“
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* Figures represent a range of a typical project 
and are not limits

Airbus Defence and Space 

GmbH, Germany

Fraunhofer Institut für Integrierte 

Schaltungen IIS, Germany

Ericsson Antenna Technology 

(EAG), Germany

Deutsche Telekom, Germany

Motius, Germany

Meshmerize GmbH, Germany

Royal Institute of Technology, 

KTH (Kungliga Tekniska

Högskolan), Sweden

Ericsson AB (EAB), Sweden

Skysense AB, Sweden

Swedish Post and Telecom 

Authority (PTS), Sweden

Lakeside Labs, Austria

RED Bernard, Austria

Twins, Austria

Ericsson Hungary, Hungary

AITIA, Hungary

SAS, Sweden

https://www.celticnext.eu/project-6g-sky/
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Michael Walch
European and International Programmes

Austrian Research Promotion Agency
Sensengasse 1, 1090 Vienna, Austria

T +43 (0) 5 77 55 – 4901
M +43 664 88388466
michael.walch@ffg.at
www.ffg.at


